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LITERARY D—JULY SELECTION 


Warren, Robert Penn 
Random House. June 20, 1950. 512p. $3.50. 

the Lincoln Museum what was Ford’s Theatre 
there displayed the diary John Wilkes Booth. 
the pages exposed view, one reads Booth’s magnilo- 
quent (perhaps sincere?) reflection that for doing what 
gained Brutus praise, was hunted like dog. The 
protagonist Mr. Warren’s latest book, which sub- 
titled Romantic like Booth commits 
cal murder and comes murky end. most 
like Booth, though, his romantic concept himself, 
his world, and time. Such the romanticism, Mark 
Twain angrily saw, that supplied the South with 
false and totally inappropriate chivalry out Froissart 
and the novels Sir Walter. Many Southern novelists 
have stood half out this tradition, half it, they 
sought cope with the usable past. 


Mr. Warren’s sense the past has always been vivid, 
and has been particular pains find the juncture 
past and present. This has been his search the 
earlier novels and his short stories: the American 
story, Mr. Warren seems ask, continuum mere 
chronicle? The Kentucky the WPA Guide and the 
Kentucky this novel, set that unrecapturable time 
century ago, would seem have nothing com- 
mon but the name and scarcely verifiable legend. 
World Enough and Time the author seeks weld 
past and present through the human act study 
who would work out “his truth” the pursuit 
justice. significant that with Mr. Warren, 
with Graham Greene, the common denominator 
human act murder. What the ghost-revenge motif 
was for the Elizabethans, the man with the gun, 
whether for hire private solvent, our new 
romantics and melodramatists. Robert Penn War- 
ren’s work there the added value the level per- 
spective. Time for him recorded time, and from the 
written word time’s truth comes known. His 
protagonist’s manuscript autobiography and “Justi- 
fication” for Mr. Warren not only literary device but 
sign profound thing itself: reality’s dimensions 
are extended the record. Record and event re- 
corded tend become one; the battle lives when 
becomes ballad. 


Jeremiah Beaumont’s manuscript literary device 
the most successful kind. Not only does provide 
authentic-sounding prose century ago, but serves 
haunting reminder men and manners that sought 


> 


World Enough not alone their time but ours. The 


story Mr. Warren has tell, either through the manu- 
script—which very unobtrusively worked in, the 
way—or direct narration, exciting one. Jerry 
Beaumont young man more parts than promise; 
angrily rejects his maternal grandfather’s offer 
inheritance the price assuming the name his 
mother’s family. acquires law education, frontier 
style, from Cassius Fort, benefactor who turns into 
the man Jerry must kill preserve “his Fort 
has seduced Rachel Jordon, and she has child him, 


“Born dead sorrow 
But his own happiness 
that never saw the world” 


she causes carved the child’s tombstone. 
Jerry marries Rachel and makes her cause vengeance, 
one complicated “Old Court” and “New Court” 
political factions, his own. Because Fort will not meet 
him duel, Jerry murders the man. What had been 
“our Great Purpose” turns mockery the high 
romance, and even the fustian, which held the two 
lovers together. The terms the denouement should, 
course, left Mr. Warren’s pages; but should 
said that they provide both arrest and 
trial scenes are the high points the book—and re- 
flective reading. 


story, World Enough and Time vital for itself; 
its people have that large air exterior simplicity and 
that baffling inner complexity which together 
make memorable characterization. This 
Hamlet story again, course, with this change: the 
reader called upon play Fortinbras. This book 
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should prove (unless one unalterably opposed 
romantic literature) superior adult reading fare. The 
narrative complexity, the talk tupping (never pro- 
tracted and almost always off-stage matter), and the 
generally reflective approach would restrict readership 
adult and discriminating readers. 

Riley Hughes, 
Georgetown University, 
Washington, 


* * * 


Lattimore, Owen Pivot Asia 
Little Brown. Mar. 20, 1950. 288p. $3.50. 

This book study Sinkiang, the inner Asian 
frontiers China and Russia written and compiled 
under the direction Mr. Lattimore assisted 
group students—members Inner Asian seminar 
the Page School International Relations The 
Johns Hopkins University. consequence, what 
part the work that can attributed Mr. Latti- 
more himself can only conjectured. the Intro- 
duction tells the reader that Inner Asia meant 
that group countries, territories and provinces which 
have outlet the sea, Sinkiang, Tibet, Kashmir, and 
the several smaller states the Indian frontier, Afghan- 
istan, the Asiatic Republics the USSR, the Mon- 
golian Peoples Republic (Outer Mongolia) 
Inner Mongolian territories China. Mr. Latti- 
opinion that the Province Sinkiang astride the 
center this important land mass constitutes the heart 
the matter. Here the pivot Asia. Here the 
whirlpool which meet political currents flowing from 
China, Russia, India and the Moslem Middle East. 


world which Mr. Lattimore and his associates 
seem completely home. The strength the 
work lies its faithful recounting the customs and 
habits the people dwelling that inaccessible part 
the world. Its weakness lies chiefly its co-authors’ 
disinclination co-ordinate this learning against the 
political background Colonial Imperialism general. 
While true that the Seminar did not bargain for 
such assignment, failure correlate the pertinent 
data Sinkiang (the rest Inner Asia mostly 
ignored) the broad question Imperialism detracts 
from the usefulness the work. The ordinary reader 
cannot expected have such special knowledge 
his disposal. it, there danger will 
misled. Despite the aid maps the inside cover 
the book, will all can keep abreast 
the welter unfamiliar names and places that assail 
his eye from each passing page. 


What the co-authors seem anxious 
the plausibility Soviet Russia’s advance into Sinkiang. 
What they fear the prospect that Anglo-Russian 
rivalry over Sinkiang may followed new rivalry 
—that America versus Russia that pivotal prov- 
ince Asia. Whose right hold the country 
they cannot say with certainty. While “very good 
case” could made for annexing parts Sinkiang 
the Mongolian Peoples Republic, the material and 
sentimental interests China Sinkiang are real and 
are the interests Sinkiang China. They con- 
clude that the probabilities are such that the Chinese 
Communists will not renounce sovereignty lands 
long claimed Chinese and that the latter will model 


Lattimore Clark 
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their policies regards Inner Asia those the 
Russians Soviet Asia. Beyond essaying this cautious 
judgment, the co-authors avoid proferring advice 
appropriate American policy the matter. 
One value the reader must needs acquire 
using this book. cannot help but realize the 
immensity the problem that China. Here will 
discover some the ethnic, social and cultural diver. 
gencies which mark that vast hinterland beyond the 
limits the Treaty Ports. Before can begin 
knowledge this hidden world must brought 
phatically his attention. What has been written 
this study only the beginning. Despite hasty 
generalizations matters political history the work 
serves educate the average American these 
plexities, will have served its purpose. But this the 
limit its usefulness. For while the indicia 
ship present the writing, (footnotes are used 
substantiate the facts) neither bibliographical list 
appended nor there any critical comment made 
the sources employed. this reviewer’s way 
thinking, such omission greatly regretted. 
Most the authorities cited are unfamiliar Russian 
Chinese sources. Their validity may well open 
some debate. The ordinary reader needs made 
just certain the merits these sources the 
Seminar sure they are trustworthy. 

Harry Kirwin, Ph. 

Loyola College, 

Baltimore Md. 


Clarke, Catherine Goddard 
The Loyolas and the Cabots 
Ravensgate Press. June 30, 1950. $3.50. 


Holy Thursday, the 14th April, 1949, four lay 
instructors Boston College and Boston College High 
School were discharged. The newspaper account 
this action gave the general public its first inkling 
story which was receive immediate national and 
international publicity. Only four days later the well- 
known Jesuit author and lecturer, Father Leonard 
Feeney, was the Archbishop Boston 
and St. Benedict’s Center Cambridge was placed 
under interdict. Now, year later, one the original 
founders the Center presents detailed account 
the persons and events involved the strange situation 
which had come known “The Boston Heresy 
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Canadian and Foreign, $3.00. second 
class matter, April 16, 1943, the post office 
Scranton, Pennsylvania, under the act March 
1879. Copyright, 1950, the University Scran- 
ton. Indexed the Catholic Periodical Index. 


Symbols Classification: Suitable for General 
Reading. II. Adults Only, because of: Advanced 
Content and Style; Immoral Language Incidents. 
Permissible for Discriminating Adults. IV. Not 
Recommended Any Class Reader. 
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HEADLINERS 


Book and Classification Author and Review 


The Cardinal (Ila) Robinson Apr. 
The Wall (Ila) Hersey Mar. 
Star Money (IV) Winsor Apr. 
Jubilee Trail (IIb) Bristow Feb. 
The Egyptian (IIb) Waltari Sepe. 
The Feast (Ila) Kennedy Apr. 
The King’s Cavalier Shellabarger Jan. 
Sleep Till Noon (IV) Schulman May 
The Parasites (IV) Jan. 
The Plymouth Adventure Gébler May 


The Grand Alliance Churchill May 
The Mature Mind Overstreet 
The Art Real Happiness Peale May 
The Cocktail Party Eliot Apr. 
Leap Over the Wall Baldwin Apr. 


With the permission and approval the pastor 
neighboring St. Paul’s Church, the Center began 
meeting place for discussion and informal study for 
Catholic students Harvard and Radcliffe. The young 
lay students soon found that good library and private 
study did not satisfy their desire for authoritative con- 
clusions and they invited Father Feeney lecture 
once week. His enthusiastic participation the work 
soon led his appointment Chaplain and Director 
and prepared the way for the strange events the next 
few years. Numerous conversions, marriages, and reli- 
gious vocations came the result Father Feeney’s 
spiritual direction and his teaching led many 
study the Fathers and Doctors the Church, 
philosophy and Scripture, well formal courses 
Latin and Greek. Such was the situation the first 
five years, from 1940 1945. 


the number students increased the years imme- 
diately following the War, the emphasis the Center 
began change. Returned veterans large numbers 
reported disapproval the philosophy and history pre- 
sented them. Many, the very eve graduation, 
resigned from Harvard and Radcliffe protest against 
their teachings. Some these began formal courses 
the Center and others transferred Catholic colleges. 
Even the Catholic colleges, however, some did not 
find the teachings they wanted and resigned again. The 
thinking the leaders the Center began take form 
and was decided found quarterly magazine, From 
the Housetops, preach the one doctrine which seem- 
most important, “No Salvation Outside the 
This doctrine was interpreted the most literal sense 
and the ancient qualification “invincible ignorance” 
was dismissed out date and negligible. 


Among the leaders the Center were the four young 
men who were later discharged Boston College. Two 
these men were recent converts and the other two 
were Catholics who had graduated from secular col- 
leges. None them had been formally trained 
Catholic philosophy theology. Plunging into the 
study apologetics, they became zealots and eagerly 
Supported Father Feeney his attacks upon “Liber- 
alism”. Articles began appear From the House- 


tops denouncing vigorously the traditional teaching 
the Church that many outside the “Body” the 


Clark 


Church were actually members its reason 
good faith and invincible ignorance. The attack now 
centered “Catholic Liberalism” and Father Feeney 
changed from the “poet-priest” “fighting mis- 


After the Archbishop had attended dinner one 
the Houses Harvard and his Auxiliary had spoken 
the Harvard Liberal Union, some the members 
the Center determined call upon the Archbishop 
and ask him explain his action and words and 
state his intentions toward the Center. Next they inter- 
viewed the Auxiliary and attempted debate with 
him the real meaning the Church’s teaching 
Salvation. Meanwhile there were other signs that the 
extreme ideas the Center would lead trouble. The 
four lay instructors Boston College were warned 
several occasions avoid discussion theological mat- 
ters and confine their attention their own proper 
fields instruction. This they refused do, insisting 
upon academic freedom and their right teach “what 
the Church teaches”. Finally, August 1948, Father 
Feeney was ordered his Provincial leave the 
Center and report Holy Cross College for teach- 
ing assignment. After several telephone calls and con- 
ferences with the Provincial Father Feeney refused 
obey the instructions, pleaded obligations conscience, 
and announced that would stay the Center pend- 
ing appeal higher authorities the Order and 
the Church. 


Here comes the strangest part this strange 
members the Center attempted debate with the 
Provincial and his associates the nature and extent 
the obedience due superiors members the 
Order; they even quoted St. Thomas justify dis- 
obedience unjust order. When this failed they 
raised the issue Doctrine versus Discipline and turn- 
denunciation and charges persecution and 
heresy. They accused the Provincial and the faculty 
Boston College, The Archbishop and his Auxiliary, the 
Archdiocesan Seminary and all American Seminaries 
formal heresy; for good measure they added the 
General the Jesuits and the faculty the Gregorian 
University. Ultimately they appealed the Pope for 
decision. But when they received answer from the 
Holy Office, they rejected not coming from the 
Pope himself. Thereupon they cabled the Pope and 
requested that General Council called that the 
Pope issue infallible statement the doctrine that 
there “No Salvation Outside the Church”. this 
point came the silencing Father Feeney and the inter- 
dict St. Benedict’s Center. Father Feeney rejected 
these acts “invalid” and, since that time, has 
remained the Center with small number his 
followers, awaiting final vindication when the Pope 
decides support the Center’s interpretation the 
doctrine and declares that all the rest the Church 
has been heresy. October Father Feeney was 
formally dismissed from the Jesuits after had refused 
several hearings, including one special investigator 
sent from Rome. 


While the author has been pains present the facts 
the controversy detail and chronological order, 
the book does nothing support the position the 
Center. does, fact, give very clear picture the 
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patience and charity all the Church and Jesuit 
cials concerned; their many letters appeal and words 
advice are presented verbatim. Emotion the point 
hysteria the force which appears throughout the 
account. Personal devotion individual priest and 
response the charm his manner led these amateur 
theologians the point contradicting all their 
official teachers and professional theologians. The 
President Boston College quoted warning one 
the young men the danger excessive loyalty 
individual priest and advising that that kind devo- 
tion should given the priesthood, only told, 
“There priesthood apart from this that indi- 
vidual priest” (p. 138). the same conversation 
was informed that St. Benedict’s Center was lay 
organization established under the jurisdiction the 
Pope. ultimately appeared that the explanation was 
based upon the fact that the Center had received 
Papal Blessing and picture, signed His Holiness! 


There some attempt present theological argument 
the form very brief quotations from Scripture and 
from Papal pronouncements various kinds, among 
them the Unam Sanctam Boniface VIII 1302 and 
the Syllabus Errors Piux 1864. usual 
with such disputants, favorable interpretations are ac- 
cepted infallible while those which seem contra- 
dict qualify are rejected private opinions. 

Were not for the tragic effects upon the young 
disciples who have cut themselves off from the Sacra- 
ments, one would greatly amused the specious 
reasoning and the absence logic this attempt 
theology. inept the implication the title 
that the officials Harvard and the sons Loyola con- 
spired with the Archbishop silence the Center its 
campaign publish uncomfortable and unpopular 
truth. The spiritual and intellectual pride and pre- 
sumption these people are stupendous. The tone 
the entire book may seen two excerpts. “The 
long hours have spent assembling the documents 
and presenting the story, without any effort 
vindictive, have made realize for what great length 
time the Catholic Church the United States has 
needed incident that would bring light the laxity 
with which are protecting our doctrines, preserving 
our membership, saints” (Foreword, 
p.x). “However, the light all have gone 
through this point, and could respectfully 
so, may say that would grateful Holy 
Fathers the future they would not tread thin 
ice know that Pope Pius has not 
let down infallibly—that know. Papal encycli- 
cals are not infallible, but even encyclicals the Holy 
Father should very careful make his meanings 
clear. Because three four weak sentences his 
encyclicals, Pope Pius has left dogmatic utterance 
unsafeguarded, unprotected, and the only thing Liberals 
quote from him are the three four well-chosen sen- 
tences that serve their purpose. through ill-will 
that the Liberals this, but, again, may respect- 
fully say so, Pope Pius should have seen this when 
made the statements” (p. 237). 

Although the book can little harm any person 
able understand the problem involved, not 
recommended for general reading. Students theology 
and the psychology religion will find here much 
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evidence for the need for thorough study and the 
danger spiritual pride and presumption. 


John Ellis Bourne, 
Departments Philosophy and Education, 
University Scranton 


Power, Crawford The Encounter 
William Sloane Associates. June 1950. 310p. $3.00, 


Here first novel that has power 
and almost once challenges comparison with such 
acknowledged masters fiction Grahame Greene, 
Evelyn Waugh, Francois Mauriac, George 
will certainly not sell well the recent The 
Cardinal; but inclined forecast that will last 
much longer. strange and strangely disturbing 
story that falls only little short being great 
the story the soul ascetic, introspective 
priest the world today; soul that suspects itself 
lack the most fundamental Christian virtues, 
charity, and tortured that suspicion. comes 
unequivocally grips with real and universal 
lem which Saint Augustine stated the restlessness 
the human soul searching for the perfect love which 
God alone can satisfy. 

Father Cawder the pastor the Catholic Church 
firmly even disdainfully declining offer provide 


pads for the kneeling benches the pews his church, 


and reading lesson penance and mortification 
his parishioner, Mrs. Girard. has, too, kind 
tolerant contempt for the bumbling social zeal his 
assistant, Father Moran, who full plans for credit 
unions, clinics, co-operatives. There traveling 
show, carnival the town, which one the 
tures tank dive, which acrobat billed 
“The Great Diamond” plunges from height into 
shallow tank water. Father Cawder has dreamed, 
feels that has dreamed, that God looks upon this 
man his double; least had thought that 
heard that name “Diamond” pronounced 
dream; and the next day startled see the name 
the side trailer-van, bill-poster. searches 
the man out and finds him sleazy, foxy-eyed little 
tout, who keeping with him girl named Lily. 
rified, disillusioned, Father Cawder returns his rec 
tory only visited Lily who asks his help 
placing her nine-year-old daughter convent 
phanage, daughter whose father not Diamond. 
Father Cawder’s ruthless frankness provokes the 
scorn. Realizing has not been charitable, sets 
out try right the wrong, and finds Diamond and 
his equipage gone. Father Cawder takes his first vaca 
tion years attempt find the pair. pur 
sues his slim clues doggedly, finds them, succeeds 
placing the child the care some Sisters, and also 
learns something Diamond’s background, his jealous 
love Lily. Again disgusted the pettiness and the 
evil such human lives those Diamond and his 
companions, returns his parish. Father Moran 
asks him request the Bishop that new assistant 
sent replace Father Moran. But the Bishop arranges 
Father Cawder’s transfer run-down old parish 
the warehouse and slum district Philadelphia. Here 
again runs into Diamond, now hiding 
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murder Lily. gives him shelter; but Diamond 
shot down outside the church Sunday morning 
the police, and dies unshriven. Father Cawder left 
with his doubt his capacity for charity his fellow- 
men. has, somehow, failed another soul. he, 
asks himself, incapable compassion? 


Father Cawder not unsympathetic character; 
spiritual monster. His failing that millions 
men; but worried about his failing, and many 
are not, seem not worried. This novel might 
described the parable the Levite who passed 
the other side, before the Good Samaritan came 
along; Levite who too late recognized and repented 
his passing by. But more than that. ques- 
posed every reader: all men know that 
are disciple this, that you have love for others? 
The Encounter book well worth reading. rec- 
ommended herewith heartily all mature readers. 


Grady, 


University Scranton 


Musmanno, Michael Ten Days Die 
Doubleday. May 25, 1950. 276p. $3.50. 


Versatile Judge Musmanno has come with fasci- 
nating story the last days Adolph Hitler. April 
20, 1945 the first the final days the macabre 
cycle: for her three million inhabitants Berlin man- 
made hell melted stone, twisted steel girders, screech- 
ing sirens—a jungle fire, sea wreckage, mad- 
house torment. Yet “within this hot desert 
death, mutilation, starvation and thirst, there one 
oasis comfort and security—with food and drink 
cornucopian abundance”. the 
caravansary where lies the architect this inferno 
and his retinue Nazi henchmen and devoted fol- 
lowers. the contrast deftly drawn, Musmanno 
proceeds narrate the sequence gruesome events 
which led the suicide Hitler, his blond mistress, 
Eva Braun, the Goebbels and their six children. 


Hitler naturally the center this weird coterie which 
defied every dictate humanity and every norm 
morality until the end finally came. the hands 
such keen observer and perceptive stylist Mus- 
manno Hitler emerges patent psychopath, man 
who eschewed tobacco, alcohol and meat but who 
could not survive without ten fifteen daily injections 
from the hypodermic needle the ugly Dr. Morell. 
Eventually Hitler developed such severe curvature 
and tremors that was with great difficulty could 
maintain semblance normal physical activity. 
Hitler’s relationship Eva Braun defied 
intentions towards his niece, Geli Raubal, defied all 
precepts human conduct. 

Eventually Geli killed herself Hitler’s apartment— 
with his gun. mystical, power-mad 

these Hitler certainly was the fullest degree 


but may doubted the world knew the full extent 
his sadism, even his own people, until the final 
awful days when the Fuehrer sacrificed thousands 
Berliners the fatuous hope that destiny would not 
permit him taste defeat. 

the final climax draws near one one the leaders 
the Nazi horde “betray” the now bent and deformed 


master the master race. Fat Goering has been 
cashiered for presuming too much too soon; the de- 
monic Heinrich Himmler, engineer the assembly- 
line killing technique for the Jews, the maimed and 
other “impure” non-Aryans, has sold his soul the 
enemy offering surrender; Herman Fegelein, the 
ex-Gruppenfuerher and brother-in-law Eva, shot 
direct order Hitler; and even the lesser fry like 
Captain Boldt, began look, stealthily course, for 
way out. 


Meanwhile, the subterranean capital Germany 
maintains tempo impatience. all know 
that Hitler contemplating suicide and they are dis- 
turbed. Disturbed because taking long 
it” 214. Finally, Operation Suicide-Cremation occurs 
and Goebbels, Guensche and Axmann witness the last 
phase the garish drama. 


There one paragraph particular that cries for 
hearing because contains lesson terrific import 
for all us. page Musmanno writes: pre- 
sided over the trial which twenty- 
four defendants were charged with one million mur- 
ders. The evidence established that each day these 
defendants sent reports Berlin the number 
people—men, women and children noncombatants— 
they had transported the woods and shot down over 
previously dug graves. Every one the accused had 
had good education, and most them had religious 
instructions children and youth. the day 
judgment, recalled them the religious teachings 
their parents which they had renounced, several 
wept audibly and unashamedly. Why had they com- 
mitted their unspeakable crimes. They had only one 
answer: Hitler wished it”. Thou shalt not have false 
gods before Me! 


Clarence Walton, 
Dept. History and Politics, 
University Scranton 


Christie, Agatha Murder Announced 
Dodd, Mead. June 1950. 248p. $2.50 


This detective tale, widely advertised Miss Christie’s 
50th, follows close the heels recent statement 
that practically all the original twists and novelties 
this form are used up. The opening situation this 
novel would challenge that statement boldly 
declares the intention the murderer. 


the weekly newspaper the little village Chip- 
ping Cleghorn, faithful readers the agony column 
were startled read: murder has been announced 
and will take place Friday, October 29, Little 
Paddocks, 6:30. Friends please accept this, the only 
intimation”. pleased anticipation murder game, 
Letitia Blacklock’s friends responded promptly, tact- 
fully. carefully nonchalant explanations just 
happening drop one excuse another, they 
all managed reach Little Paddocks before 6:30. 
which moment masked, cloaked figure appeared 
the door the darkened room, three shots were fired, 
and the guests became hysterical. When the fuse was 
replaced, was seen that Miss Blacklock was slightly 
wounded, and the gunman was dead. the guests, 
the latter consequence seemed either suicide happy 


| | 


accident. Detective Inspector Craddock, neither 
made sense, but then found nothing sensible about 
the whole thing from beginning end. took the old 
pussy, Miss Marple, find the determined planning 
back the episide—but not until two more people 
were dead. 
The solution Miss Christie gives her problem 
acceptable, not brilliant. While the significant clues 
are honestly and openly displayed, calls for sympa- 
thetic cooperation from the reader, grateful for the 
entertainment the preceding tales. This not 
belittle the neat tying loose ends the book’s close, 
the pairing off appropriate couples, the inheriting 
the legacy the rightful heirs; nor overlook one 
two minor characters which are deftly stroked. 
Certainly, not deprecate the overtones remi- 
niscent Miss Christie’s Murder Roger 
Ackroyd. 

Helen Butler, 

Department Librarianship, 

Marywood College, 

Scranton, Pa. 


Slaughter, Frank The Stubborn Heart 
Doubleday. June 1950. 307p. $3.00. 


When Julian Chisholm returned the family planta- 
tion, Chisholm Hundred, the end the Civil War 
was faced with the problem building new life 
for himself and for his class. the one hand, 
urged his old friends help reestablish slavery and 
rebuild the old order; the other, his wife Jane 
rebuild the plantation such way that even the 
former slaves and poor whites can earn honest living 
with social and economic progress. The situation 
complicated the presence corrupt occupational 
officials and carpetbaggers, well the presence 
Lucy Sprague, once Julian’s mistress, who wishes 
own completely both and the plantation. 
Incident follows incident Jane and Julian attempt 
rebuild the plantation, Jane leaves some secret 
mission later revealed the unmasking the Klux 
Klan, Julian succumbs and finally escapes from 
Lucy Sprague, joins the Klan and then resigns 
when sees the evil causes and finally the Klan 
attacks and barely beaten away from Chisholm Hun- 
dred pitched Jane and Julian are reunited 
and the new regime the South commenced under 
happy auspices. Throughout the story Dr. Slaughter 
weaves his usual medical items, this case Julian’s 
surgery, culminating Cesarian for the delivery 
Jane’s first child. The story romance-adventure 
based problems the Reconstruction Era which 
are treated but superficially. Other than bit over- 
emphasis sex the book seems suitable for adult 
readers the very lightest entertainment. 


BOOK FIND CLUB—MAY SELECTION 


Einstein, Albert Out Later Years 
Philosophical Library. Apr. 24, 1950. 282p. $4.75. 

This small volume comprised series essays 
diverse subjects written since 1935. Essays similar 
type and substance written prior that year appeared 
book form under the title The World See It. 
The essays are very short—few running over several 


Christie Slaughter Einstein 
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pages—and the wide range their subject 
should guarantee several interest readers varied 
tastes. 


one the essays “Personalities”, speaking 
Mme Curié, the author says “It the moral 
its leading personalities that are perhaps 
greater significance for generation and for the cours 
history than purely intellectual 
This statement least applicable Einstein him. 
self his subject, for has been outspoken 
social, moral, and philosophical questions for 
long time has been renowned for his scientific 
achievements. not with diffidence that 
proaches these problems non-expert, for para 
phrase famous similar sentiment, moral 
problems are far too important left the car 
the experts alone. Nor does attempt, 
familiar with his scientific reputation alone might sus 
pect, offer solutions the questions raises from 
should our guard not overestimate science 
social conscience, first-hand experience “man’s 
humanity man” (to which however, does 
allude) and sincere conviction the need and 
religion determining the goal man’s 
progress. Science provides the “knowledge what 
but does not tell what should be, “they come into 
not through demonstration but through 
through the medium powerful personalities. 
must not attempt justify them, but rather 
their nature simply and clearly”. 


technical discussion modern physics and while 
non-expert gliding over the difficult parts 
gleam the kernels ideas which are 
more fully developed. refer the interesting treat 
ment the epistemological basis physical theories 
Philosophers, “Albert Einstein: 
aptly says “He has given much attention 
and technically the method science 
given the theoretical foundations physics 
which has applied scientific method”. His scientifi 
method not novel, dates back far 
least, but the antithesis the man’s whos 
twentieth century counterpart is: Isaac Newton. 
does not attempt, like Newton, deduce laws 
observed experiments and data, but believes rather 
the free mathematical creation theory with 
then confronts Nature for verification 
course any finite number verifications does 
“prove” the theory nor validate the hypotheses, where 
one disagreement with experiment would cause 
whole structure the genesis theories 
purely subjective matter, there must principles 
criteria delimit the alternatives available and 
one along proper route. Such principle resides 
the belief the fundamental simplicity Nature 
the form that certain mathematical expressions mus 
assume. This criterion demands that the 


concepts and laws embrace wide realm 
and phenomena possible, make for economy 
keep 


the number necessary hypotheses. 
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stracting first from elementary sense impressions and 
experiences and then from the complexes embracing 
these the more fundamental (and less obvious, 
usually) relationships encompassing these turn, even- 
tually there achieved the greatest possible unity and 
simplicity and hence plausibility the theory. Hence 
the seeming paradox that the more fundamental and 
simpler the hypotheses the more complicated 
volved must the apparatus and procedure required 
for elucidating the phenomena. the validity 
any new system theory proposed would its 
ability produce special case, previously de- 
veloped theory which was successful over narrower 
range experience (as Relativity Theory yields New- 
mechanics first approximation). Pursuing 
such course then, can Einstein say “In certain 
sense, therefore, hold true that pure thought 
competent comprehend the real, the ancients 


other essays deals with such varied subjects 
the Negro question, Socialism and cause warmly 
espouses—Zionism. one sentence-paragraph appreci- 
ation Gandhi masterpiece terse prose. The 
writer these words and the essays world peace 
and supra-nationalism demonstrates the ability, all too 
rare, first-rate scientist descend from his ivory 
tower and give dispassionate view problems 
which too frequently are presented only those whose 
impartiality and objectivity narrow personal na- 
tional interest are suspect. 
Earl Mullen, 


University Scranton 


Sidney, William The Good Tidings 
Farrar, Straus. June 16, 1950. 370p. $3.00. 


The Good Tidings attempt historical novel 
events and around Jerusalem during the time 
the birth and early life Christ. does not appear 
main character but only obliquely are given 
series impressions the contemporary world, the 
conflict between the Romans and Jews, the cruelty, 
treachery, and sensualism most the rulers, mer- 
chants, and high priests. The coming the Messiah 
used background light throw into relief the 
shadowy world human activity. The idea good 
one, but the novel fails miserably 
purpose. lacks form, unity, style, and interest. The 
author has not mastered the art the novel; the style, 
times passable, becomes other times stilted, banal, 
melodramatic. regret say this since the con- 
tent and purpose the novel are sound, and even 
praiseworthy. Opinions differ and some may find the 
work interest; such may urged give the book 
trial. But seems complete failure work 
art. 

Dom Bruno McAndrew, 

St. Anselm’s Priory, 

Washington, 


Style and Idea 


Schoenberg, Arnold 
Philosophical Library. 224p. $4.75. 


Since have long been admirer the work 
Gustav Mahler, and particularly the spiritual pro- 


fundity his second and eighth symphonies, was 
delighted find Mr. Schoenberg writing sound and 
perceptive defense this late but great, though much- 
maligned, composer. Perhaps the discovery one 
the few modern composers who share enthusiasm 
for Mahler’s music has prejudiced favor all 
the essays contained this collection. But recom- 
mend the book all music lovers, even though they 
may find the chapter “Brahms the 
“Composition with Twelve Tones” and “Heart and 
Brain Music” considerably more technical than the 
average amateur may able handle. But there 
much sound musical appreciation and criticism the 
other chapters, well some forthright philosophy 
that has the ring genuine common sense well 
artistic integrity. This thought-stimulating book, 
and will repay calm and attentive reading. should 
suggest, too, that would valuable addition the 
music appreciation shelf any college high school 
library. Mr. Schoenberg composer who can ex- 
press himself words well and economically 


does his music. 
Grady, 
University Scranton 


Sinclair, Upton Another Pamela 


Viking. Apr. 24, 1950. 314p. $3.00. 

Upton Sinclair’s bibliography now numbers over seventy 
volumes such diverse materials political and edu- 
cational theory, drama, biography, and wealth 
stories which culminate that Boulder Dam Ameri- 
can fiction, the ten-volume Lanny Budd saga. This 
variety further enlarged his latest novel, which 
imposes old story Sinclair’s persistent theme: 
the evils wealth and the wrongs capitalistic dis- 
proportion. 


His model that epistolary narrative overwrought 
sentiment which the modern novel finds its begin- 
nings, Pamela; or, 
story, will recalled, concerns young serving girl 
whose mistress dies and leaves her inviting prey the 
lecherous pursuits the lady’s son. astutely does 
she defend her honor against him, however, that 
eventually the young man realizes love with 
her and substitutes marriage for seduction the means 
winning her. 

Sinclair’s version changes the setting and forms the 
story his theme, but otherwise adheres closely the 
original. Pamela Andrews, fanatically devout Seventh 
Day Adventist, lives with her widowed mother 
onion farm California desert. Their sombre exist- 
ence interrupted one day Mrs. Margaret Harries, 
millionaire sponsor crackpot causes, whose car breaks 
connecting rod front the Andrews’ home. The 
brief visit results Pamela’s being offered job maid 
the Harries’ household, which she accepts with some 
misgivings after being assured that her employer not 
Papist but member the Brotherhood Group and 
will allow strict observance the sabbath. The risk 
possible taint the world wealth and irreligion 
offset, she feels, the chance help her sister through 
medical school. 

The book consists ninety-three naive letters 
Pamela her mother and sister reporting her experi- 


| 
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Sinclair Marotta 


ences chaos that Casa Grande. Her mis- 
tress incarnation overbearing opulence, candy- 
fed corpulence, and fatuous devotion pseudo-intel- 
lectualism who draws fifty twenty-dollar bills time 
for pocket money; squanders thousands 
forms that are both intrinsically inconsistent 
compatible objectives with her own way life; re- 
spects opinions only from the rich, the renowned, 
those she considers cultured; and holds open house 


Sunday for lecture her current fad which 
‘all the hangers-on whom she supports monthly 


checks and other sham sages are invited. Thus troop 
into the Harries’ home amazing collection cari- 
catures: refugee Bolsheviks, Communistic anarchists, 
criminal syndicalists, IWW Hindue philos- 
ophers, real-estate brigands, loose-living film stars, birth- 
controlling eugenists, mendicant poets, and zealots from 
the countless other cults that only California could 
provide. Mr. Harries ordinarily Job-like specimen 
patience amid this idiocy, but spasmodically 
erupts into violent denunciation the Reds and frauds 
lavishly harbored his home. one point these 
assertions sanity resolve his wife upon divorce, but 
she finally decides more convenient keep him 
around manage the servants. Eventually has 
stroke and providentially relieved his cross. Yvette, 
Mrs. Harries’ younger sister, makes such occasional ap- 
pearances are necessary keep her name the 
Harries’ will; generally she off vagabondage with 
rodeo rider named Carol relationship rather broad- 
hinted homosexual. Charles, nephew the 
elders, completely spoiled playboy upon whom 
Mrs. Harries dotingly lavishes all her affection despite 
his alcoholism, gambling, and immoral philandering. 


Inevitably Charles discovers that Pamela pretty and 
shapely, and his aunt encourages the interest 
means salvaging him from his wastrel ways. his 
tried and true tactics fail, however, this primly 
proper miss who resists gifts, parked automobile, and 
even drunken entry into her bedroom. She tolerates 
these advances first save Charles from Satan, but 
even after falling love with him she refuses 
for concubine but not good enough for 
Eventually the bolt her door and competition from 
Piers Plowman, folk poet who joins the menage, bring 
Charles acceptance Pam’s conditions: drinking, 
useful employment, and marriage. They New 
York their honeymoon, intending after salvage 
the housing project into which Mrs. Harries has sunk 
fortune homes for which later water supply can 


found. 


Sinclair’s satire seldom didactic humor 
good-natured and dry well impartial 
victims: politics, art, religion, society. Dozens minor 
jibes enter Pam’s letters (as her decision that Catholics 
are harmless because “All they have through 
and they are sure they are all 
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They are not taught make converts, they leave 
the but the basic theme well sum 
marized her observation that their own view th: 
rich are not idle: “their money works for them and 
used pay the labor which produces goods, and 
the best system the world and called the 
way. try figure out and can see that 
Harries’ money paid the man who sold the chocolate 
the chocolates when they are 
tion, course, consciously overdrawn, and the 
needlessly extended lengthy quotations from 
original Pamela, tearfully read and copied the mod 
ern counterpart. Reduction the book half 
excessive sermonizing would improve 
then would remain the fact that, all the ways 
narrating novel, the letter form one the wors 
Such observations not deny, however, th: 
book’s alertness the shallowness American 
telligentsia, even though exaggerated, will prove 


ing mature readers. 
George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Marotta, Giuseppe San Gennaro Never Says 
(Translated Frances Frenaye.) Dutton. June 
255p. $3.00. 

liked the author’s Treasure Naples, which 
given last year; and may that the 
those sunny, dusty, moonlit, and sea-damp chapter 
gives added savor this new collection random 
pressions, sketches, stories about Naples, which 
the people who make Naples and are Naples. 
all colors, varying size, strung strong thread 
affection for vibrantly living city men and wome 
and children, the chapters make bright chaplet 
the Queen the Tyrrhenian Sea. Each bead 
fully, cunningly, sometimes exquisitely 
each alive with understanding sympathy, 
for people that evokes quick response the reade 
From the first poetic chapter, “Naples State 
Mind”, through the picturesque 
pathetic and comic pages, the twenty-third and 
sketch, “The Christmas Eel”, there the 
helpless, half wholly enthusiastic fellow-feeling for 
the scignuzzi, the puppeteers, laborers, fishermen, 
Giuseppe Poggioreale, Teresa, Amelia Chianes 
even poor “Uncle Nobody” and the dull-witted 
cardino Gargiulo. Here book that tender 
becoming maudlin, full sentiment, but free sent 
mentality. recommended for discriminating 
who will want keep for re-reading. 


Grady, 


University Scranton 
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